
Case C-
294/20 GE Auto Service Leasing put Spanish claims in on time but without all the 
required original invoices and back up information. After several requests and 
delays by Auto Service the Spanish tax authority rejected the claim. The Court has 
said refusal was justified, subject to the principles of equivalence and effectiveness.

Comment: the 8th Directive procedure, which required original invoices to be 
submitted within 6 months of the end of the year, was replaced by an electronic 
portal to reclaim VAT paid in another member state. However the communication 
between tax authorities and tax payers has often been fraught with delays and 
language issues. The moral of this case is that whatever the 
difficulties, considerable effort should be made to respond to queries in a timely 
manner. Indeed now that UK businesses will have to rely on the 13th Directive to 
reclaim VAT incurred in EU member states the position will be similar to that faced 
under the 8th directive.
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